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the slaves, the escape of fugitives to Canada, and the work of the 
abolitionists are all mentioned from page to page. 

The larger portion of the book, however, gives details of the life 
of Allensworth, which would interest only those who knew him 
personally. But his founding a town in California inhabited alto- 
gether by Negroes stamps him as a pioneer whose achievements in 
this field must engage the attention of the historian. The detailed 
accounts of his service as a chaplain in the United States army in 
the Spanish-American War and later in the Philippines add other 
valuable experiences which the public should know. The book con- 
tains also references to the work of Frederick Douglass, Judge 
William Jay and John Brown. The author mentions also scores of 
other persons who have in various ways helped to make the history 
of the Negro in the United States and especially those who were 
effective in bringing about the emancipation of the race. 

The style of this book is decidedly rough. The work does not 
show organization. It is written in such a way as to indicate that 
the writer recorded his facts as they came to him at random with- 
out regard as to the principles of composition. It was wholly un- 
necessary for him to wander astray, discussing in detail the careers 
of almost every man of that time influencing the life of the Negro, 
without showing the connection between those facts and the life of 
the subject of this sketch. The chief value of this work, therefore, 
is that of a source book. 

The Negro Migrant in Pittsburgh, A study in Social Economics. 

By Abraham Epstein. Published under the supervision of the 

School of Economics, University of Pittsburgh. Pittsburgh, 

Pa., 1918. 

The movement of the Negroes from the South to the North 
during the present world war bids fair to be recorded as the most 
significant event of our local history during this decade. In about 
two years a million Negroes have gone North to take the places of 
those immigrants who annually sought our shores prior to this up- 
heaval. To show the significance of the exodus a number of writers 
have sketched it in newspapers and magazines. Books bearing on 
the subject are forthcoming. The first scientific study of the trans- 
planted southern Negroes to appear in print, however, is Epstein's 
interesting and valuable work. 
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Departing from the newspaper Pullman-palace-ear method of 
studying social conditions, Mr. Epstein assiduously applied himself 
to the task of making a house-to-house investigation of the home life 
of this large and typical community of Negroes recently brought to 
the North. He learned whence they came, their antecedent cir- 
cumstances, why they abandoned their old homes, what they seek 
in the North and to what extent they are realizing their dreams. 
The various factors contributing to the solution of their local prob- 
lems in Pittsburgh and those effective in confusing the situation 
are well treated. 

This work is especially valuable in its portrayal of home condi- 
tions. The author directed his attention to what these migrants 
do, where they live, how they spend their earnings and how they 
amuse themselves. In this treatment, therefore, appears a discus- 
sion of health, disease and crime as influenced by the presence of 
these newcomers from a section in which their condition differed 
materially from what they find in the North. Whether or not we 
agree with him in his conclusions, therefore, this treatise must claim 
the attention of students of present-day problems, desiring to deal 
with facts rather than theories. 

On the whole, Mr. Epstein does not find the Negro an exception 
to any other migrant. Most of the facts which he sets forth are 
after all favorable to blacks when one considers that their peculiar 
circumstances are due to race prejudice and the proscription of 
trades unions. The author did not find them unusually afflicted 
with disease, as was predicted, and he saw no evidence of a wave of 
crime. Most of the offenses charged to the account of the migrants 
are of the petty sort which arise from the stimulus given such by 
the denizens of vice tolerated by the community. Students of 
Negro life and history, therefore, should read this dissertation. 

C. G. "Woodson. 



